Schmeeckle
Reserve

Museum Community Input
Feedback Follow-Up




Tonight’s Plan

1. Reflect on Schmeeckle's community feedback
2. Get inspired by what others are doing

3. Think about organization and next steps



Community Feedback
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Exhibit Space ldeas
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Community Input Sessions - "Big Takeaways"
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To sum it all up...

Community members hope that Schmeeckle Reserve’'s new exhibit space
will be filled with opportunities for interaction and immersion, feature the
flora, fauna, and history of the Reserve itself, and be accessible for all
visitors.

Exhibits should connect visitors to what's happening at Schmeeckle,
providing opportunities to learn more about restoration efforts and how
people can do their part. Some areas of the exhibits should be changeable,
and community partnerships should be emphasized.

Animal ambassadors are a memorable and educational aspect of the visitor
center. They should be a key piece of the exhibit space.



Inspiration From Others

Graduate level research project
Specifically investigating how staff
plan for participation in nature
center exhibit spaces, and the
benefits and challenges of doing so
Visited 13 nature centers around
Wisconsin in August and September
last year

Interviews with staff

Photos of exhibits and engagements
Openness and collaboration
between centers!
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Relatable & Actionable
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Relatable & Actionable
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Guess Who@e

swaemps. They ke the wet
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Kids Areas
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Smell Herel
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Which Being do you smell?

Zhingob (Balsam Fir} is often used for
Christmas frees. The fragrant needles

can be made into tea, or used as an air
fresnener.

Squeeze Here!
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Live Animals

- TURTLES OF WISCONSIN
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Live Animals

Amtystonma tgrinim

1 S They are native [
Tiger salamanders are to much of
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Eastern Tiger Salamander
4 b 5
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Community Involvement

teservation

Audio Glossary of Ojibwe Words



ommunity Involvement

Spin the Glacial Till!

and watch water move through it.
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Landforms Trees

Maraines Sugar Maple;
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Drumlins White Pine,

Qak, Balsam Fir




Color in the Fall?

Changeable Exhibits
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Changeable Exhibits
S

Leave No Trace
Principles:

1.Know before you go
2.Choose the right path
3.Trash your trash
4.Leave what you find
5.Be careful with fire
6.Be kind to others
7.Respect wildlife

-— ey |




Changeable Exhibits

Aug September
When our prairie flowe
burst into their full gl




Changeable Exhibits




Changeable Exhibits




A Moment to Reflect



How do we get organized?

Exhibit or Education Committee/Leadership circles
Site-wide/indoor/outdoor master interpretive plan
Strategic plan

Active and engaged Friends Group

Decision Model - Rank priorities based on criteria
Hire outside design group

Secure funding - grants, donors, campaign

“Collab Lab” - idea generation

Consistent meetings (Ix/month; quarterly)
Designated staff
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Next Steps

e Bring together all ideas - begin mocking up exhibit sketches
e Determine organizational structure for design process

e Funding (grants, campaign)
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It’s a
Collaborative
Process!

We are open to feedback as this
process evolves, and open to help!
What skills do you have? How can
you get involved? Are you able to
support with time, financially,
ideas?

You've already supported by being
here tonight.




